Skeletal age estimation in leg length discrepancy.
Sixty hand radiographs of children with known leg length discrepancy were reported independently in a "blind" manner by four radiologists using the Greulich and Pyle Atlas. Significant variation was found. Fifty percent of the children were assigned a skeletal age that differed by more than 1 year between radiologists; 10% varied by more than 2 years (p less than 0.05). Female skeletal age was considerably underestimated by an average of 11 months. Skeletal age estimation is one source of error in the timing of surgery for leg length equalization, especially when a single estimate is used. Skeletal age also appears to be more variable in children with leg length discrepancy.